
 
 

Algorithm chart for precautions for clinical procedures 
on known, suspect or at risk patients 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    * Includes classical sporadic CJD, nvCJD, GSS, FFI and kuru 
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Patient 

Clinical symptoms suggestive of CJD No clinical symptoms of CJD 

Confirmed CJD Suspected CJD In an at risk category Not in an at risk category 

All clinical 
procedure 

No special precautions 
needed 

Quarantine instruments All clinical procedures 

 
 

Diagnosis
confirmed 

Diagnosis 
could not 

be 
confirmed 
but still 

suspected

 
Definitive 
alternative 
diagnosis 
confirmed 

 
Procedure 
involving 

brain, spinal 
cord or eye 

Procedure 
NOT 

involving 
brain, spinal 
cord or eye 

  Use 
single-use 

instruments 
and dispose 
of items by 
incineration 

  Use 
single-use 

instruments 
and dispose 
of items by 
incineration 

Special 
precautions for 
handling CJD 
patients NOT 

needed.  
Instruments can 
be reprocessed 

for re-use 

  Use 
single-use 

instruments 
and dispose 
of items by 
incineration 

 
 

Use stringent 
disinfection and 
decontamination 

procedures 


